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Background

On September 30, 1996 the
Illegal Immigration reform and
Immigration Responsibility Act
(IIRAIRA) added section 287 (g)
performance of immigration officer
functions by state officers and
employees, to the Immigration and
Nationality Act. (INA)

This authorizes the secretary
of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) to enter into
agreements with state and local law
enforcement agencies, permitting
designated officers to perform
immigration law enforcement
functions, pursuant to a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA).

At this time, the requesting
agency is required to fund the
Information technology (Computer
and Network Systems) needed to
access the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) databases.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

e 2006 — The Virginia legislative
body voted down similar legislation
because of concerns on the safety of
battered immigrant women and public
safety in general.

e 2003 — The Alabama Department
of Public Safety (ALDPS) signed a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to
provide immigration authority to 21
Alabama state troopers.

e 2002 — The Florida Department
of Law Enforcement (FDLE) entered
into agreement under Section 287(g).
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2007 Legislative Session

e Rep. Glenn Donnelson (R-
Weber) is sponsoring HB 105
Illegal Immigration
Enforcement Act. The bill would
grant state and local enforcement
officers the power to enforce
federal immigration laws.

e Utah Attorney General Mark
Shurtleff said he doesn't support
the bill because law officers
already are busy enforcing state
and local laws. He also said law
enforcement already works with
federal agents on cases involving
illegal immigrants.

e Concerns about HB 105

- Racial profiling

- Lack of trust from
communities towards law
enforcement (victims &
witnesses to crimes).

- Overworked police
officers.

- Misdirected state and
local police (and funds)
from their local crime-
fighting priorities.

- May create confusion
between civil and
criminal violations and
impede appropriate
prosecution processes to
take their course.
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